
MaxSpeed Track Days  

 

NOVICE PLAYBOOK 
 

 
Here at MaxSpeed we want all of our guests to enjoy their time at the 
track and have a safe and fun filled weekend. By devoting just a few 
minutes of your time to our Novice Playbook, you will arrive prepared to 
focus on driving your car at, or near its limits in the safest way possible! 

Thanks for choosing MaxSpeed Track Days! 
 



 

Novice Playbook 
One of our primary goals at MaxSpeed Track Days is 
to get you on track quickly and safely! As part of our 
commitment to safety we require all Novice 
Instructed Students to review this playbook and 
familiarize themselves with the Tech Inspection 
process, safety flags, passing rules and some of the 
terms you will encounter while attending your day at 
the track. YOU MUST BRING THIS PLAYBOOK 
WITH YOU TO THE EVENT. 

The Tech Inspection 

 
Safety begins with the Tech Inspection. DO NOT 
SKIP THIS STEP! Either you are a competent 
mechanic, or you have hired a competent mechanic to 
inspect and repair or replace the items listed on our 
Technical Inspection Form and Waiver. You will 
enjoy your day at the track if you can prevent 
mechanical issues, rather than trying to solve them 
trackside. Start Tech early in case you need to order 
parts for your car. Place a check next to these items 
as they are completed on the Tech Form. 

1. Braking System _____ 
2. Suspension & Steering _____ 
3. Tires _____ 
4. Drive Train _____ 
5. Driver Safety _____ 
6. Vehicle Appearance _____ 

Research the Track online! 
YouTube © is your friend. Watch videos, look for: 
Flag/Corner Stations, Entrance and Exit of Pit 
Lane, as well as studying braking zones and the 
line around the racetrack. (Google Earth View is 
awesome for studying the track!)  

Flags & Corner Stations 

 

At an HPDE (High Performance Driver Education) 
event, or track day, you will most likely see the seven 
flags pictured above right. It is very important you 
understand the meaning of these flags and can 
identify the corner stations that display them. Corner 
stations vary from track to track, but you must know 
where they are located and whether or not they are 
manned. It’s a good idea to find these on your first 
lap out which is generally run under caution. 

Yellow Flag = Caution/Danger No passing! 

Red Flag = Check your mirrors and come to a 
controlled stop on the right-hand side of the track and 
within sight of a corner station. 

Black Flag = Come to the Pits at the end of this lap! 

Blue Flag/Yellow Stripe = Check mirrors! You are 
slower traffic and NEED to point someone by! 

White Flag – Last Lap, seldom seen at a Track Day. 

Checkered Flag = End of Session, Cool down Lap 
and Pit in at the end. Wave to the corner workers! 

Green Flag = Go baby Go! Clear and safe Track! 

ALL FLAGS WILL BE REVIEWED AT THE 
DRIVERS MEETING AND IN THE CLASSROOM. 

Safe Passing & Point-Bys 

 

The safety factor achieved during an HPDE is 
directly linked to ALL drivers on track being aware 
of their surroundings, understanding the passing rules 
and the designated passing zones. Passing zones vary 
from track to track, but the passing rules never vary! 
If you are in a “faster” car, (Corvette/High HP) and 
someone in a “slower” car, (Miata/Low HP) is on 
your tail in every corner, please let that car pass and 
ease off the throttle to allow the overtaking car an 
easier time passing and getting back on line safely. 
We know your car is faster on the straightaway, but 
odds are once you get to the next set of corners that 
“slower” car will be gone! Working together allows 
everyone to enjoy a safe day at the track. 

1. A faster car is recognized in your mirror. 
2. A point-by is given by YOU, slower car. 
3. See above diagram for a point-by given to 

the left or right. (Make the point-by signal 
obvious.) 

4. Stay on your line while being overtaken and 
ease off the throttle, DO NOT BRAKE! 

5. Check your mirrors! Each car must receive a 
point-by signal before they can overtake. 

6. When overtaking WAIT for a point-by! If 
you pass without receiving a point-by, you 
will be black flagged and MUST come to 
the pits. 

7. Once a point-by is received, it is the 
overtaking driver’s responsibility to pass 



safely and have plenty of clearance before 
getting back on line.  

 
© 2020 - MaxSpeed Track Days, LLC. 

Anatomy of a corner 
 

 
 
 
Here you will study the basics of getting your car 
through a corner safely and which line gives you 
the best opportunity to go fast. 
 
Four things have to happen to navigate a corner. 
 

1. You must find your “Braking Point” 
and Brake in a straight line. Slow the 
car enough to allow the vehicle to turn 
in. 
 

2. You must initiate your arc through the 
corner “Turn in Point” The turn in 
occurs after you have completed 
braking and ideally allowed the vehicle 
to settle. “Eyes up” and looking for the 
apex. 

 

3. Once the car is turning you should be 
using maintenance throttle with “eyes 
up” and looking through the “Apex” to 
find your “Track Out” point.  

 
4. When you reach the “Apex” you should 

be transitioning from maintenance 
throttle to full throttle and accelerating 
to your “Track Out” point and down the 
next straightaway. (“Eyes up” and 
looking for your next reference point on 
the track. Your car will go where your 
eyes are looking!) 

<<<< Looking at this diagram, you will see three 
different lines through the same corner.  

The Yellow line represents a safe and smooth arc 
through the corner. This is the line you want to drive 
on your first few sessions. Brake smoothly, turn in 
smoothly, apply throttle smoothly and connect the 
various apexes around the track in a smooth 
sweeping line. Start slow and build speed gradually 
as you progress through the day. (Slow is Smooth 
and Smooth is Fast!) 

The Red line, represented here as the “oops” line 
depicts an early apex point caused by too early of a 
turn in. Oftentimes this approach to a corner causes 
the car to track out too wide after apex and run out of 
track. Running out of track is bad and can lead to 
spins, and or crashes. *** If you run wide and off 
track DO NOT yank the car back onto the track, 
as this will most certainly lead to a spin and in 
many cases contact with tire barriers, concrete 
walls, or guardrails. Ease off the throttle and coast 
in the run-off area before applying brakes and 
either coming to a stop, or smoothly re-entering 
the track once you have verified it is safe and 
there are no cars coming. *** 

The Green line, also known as the “racing line” 
generally represents the fastest way through a corner. 
This line is achieved by sacrificing some speed 
before turn in, braking deep into the corner, turning 

in late and aiming for a late apex. This generally 
allows you to get back to full throttle earlier and 
carry more exit speed out of the corner and all the 
way down the straightaway. 

Tire Contact Patch 
    Balanced or Static                       Acceleration 

           

            Braking                                   Turning 

         

___________________________________________ 

Modern day tires are amazing; however, they 
generally only do one thing well at a time! They can 
brake, they can accelerate, they can turn left and they 
can turn right, but combining any of these 
movements at the same time can quickly overwhelm 
the tires ability to provide grip. Remember to be 
smooth with your steering, brake and throttle inputs. 
And remember to always keep your “eyes up” and 
looking at where you want the car to go! 



Thanks for taking the time to study! Your 
knowledge helps keep everyone safe at the 
track!          © 2020 - MaxSpeed Track Days, LLC. 

 

Knowledge Check (Please turn this in when you come to the Classroom.) 

 
Driver ____________________ Year, Make, Model & Car #___________________________________________________ 
 
1. What are the six main components of your vehicle covered in The Tech Inspection section of this playbook? 1.__________________ 2. ___________________________  

3._______________________________ 4._________________________________ 5._________________________________ 6.___________________________________  

 
2. Define the meaning of the following Flags: 

 
Yellow Flag - _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Red Flag - _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Black Flag - ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Blue Flag/Orange Stripe - ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Checkered Flag - __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Green Flag - ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Complete this sentence: “The safety factor achieved during an HPDE is directly linked to…”______________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. In this Playbook, what color represents “a safe and smooth arc through the corner?” _______________________________________________ 

 

5. How many steps are listed in the “Safe Passing & Point-Bys” Section of this Playbook? _________________ 
 



 
6. How many times is the term “Eyes Up” used in the Novice Playbook? _________________ 

 

STUDENT NOTES 

____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________ 

INSTRUCTOR NOTES 

____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________

____________________________
____________________________
____________________________ 

STUDENT NOTES 

____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________ 

INSTRUCTOR NOTES 

____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________

____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________  

VEHICLE PERFORMANCE CHECKS 

 

 

Tire Pressure: LF______ RF ______ 

       LR ______ RR ______ 

Fluid Checks: Oil ____ Brake ______ 

Coolant _____ Power Steering ______ 

------------------------------------------------ 

Tire Pressure: LF______ RF ______ 

       LR ______ RR ______ 

Fluid Checks: Oil ____ Brake ______ 

Coolant _____ Power Steering ______ 

------------------------------------------------ 

Tire Pressure: LF______ RF ______ 

       LR ______ RR ______ 

Fluid Checks: Oil ____ Brake ______ 



Coolant _____ Power Steering ______ 

------------------------------------------------ 

Tire Pressure: LF______ RF ______ 

       LR ______ RR ______ 

Fluid Checks: Oil ____ Brake ______ 

Coolant _____ Power Steering ______ 
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Tire Pressure: LF______ RF ______ 

       LR ______ RR ______ 

Fluid Checks: Oil ____ Brake ______ 

Coolant _____ Power Steering ______ 
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Tire Pressure: LF______ RF ______ 
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Fluid Checks: Oil ____ Brake ______ 
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------------------------------------------------ 

Tire Pressure: LF______ RF ______ 



       LR ______ RR ______ 

Fluid Checks: Oil ____ Brake ______ 

Coolant _____ Power Steering ______ 

------------------------------------------------ 

Tire Pressure: LF______ RF ______ 

       LR ______ RR ______ 

Fluid Checks: Oil ____ Brake ______ 

Coolant _____ Power Steering ______ 
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